Dear students,

Thank you for choosing stream 3, "Museum and Identity", in our BIP.
· Here are some reading materials and explanations for our group (almost 40 pages in all):

1) Dodd, Jocelyn, Ceri Jones, Andy Sawyer & Maria-Anna Tseliou, Voices from the Museum: Qualitative Research Conducted in Europe's National Museums, Linköping University Interdisciplinary Studies, No. 17, Linköping University Electronic Press,  Linköping, Sweden, 2012, pp. 29-40.

2) Greene, Candace S., "Museum Anthropology", in Emerging Trends in the Social and Behavioral Sciences, Robert Scott and Stephen Kosslyn (eds.), John Wiley & Sons Inc., 2015, pp. 1-15.

3) Macdonald, Sharon, "Transforming the Ethnographic: Anthropological Articulations in Museum and Heritage Research", in Across Anthropology. Troubling Colonial Legacies, Museums, and the Curatorial, Margareta von Oswald, Jonas Tinius (eds.), Leuven University Press, 2020, pp. 49-62.
· Of course, you can add your own bibliographical research, especially on Tübingen University and Cloister Bebenhausen, in order to accumulate historic and context information on the urban and heritage field we are going to explore together.
· We suggest to focus upon certain 'practices' associated to museum (either produced by museum or by museum visitors). We can observe and research these practices even if we are not German speaking researchers. But we can also conduct short interviews with help from our German speaking colleagues.
Especially, we are going to research practices connected to:

a) heritage and heritigizing (museum as knowledge producer, exhibits and their explicit or implicit messages, archives and publications of the museum, educational activities for heritage safeguarding and promotion); Questions: What kind of identities are expressed by museum as heritage collection and how are these identities expressed? What are the challenges and difficulties of museum scholars and curators engaged in heritigizing?
b) art and craft (heritage as art, art of displaying heritage, connections between heritage and artistic masterpieces/ artists, craftsmen and craftsmanship associated to heritage); Questions: Can you identify certain hierarchies in the heritage collection? Which are the most valued heritage items and why? How is heritage connected to exceptional heritage bearers (artists, craftsmen)?
c) urban life style (going to museum as 'cool' activity for urban citizens; activities connected to museum visit: taking your children/ friends to see the museum, buying souvenirs, eating and drinking, taking pictures, remembering etc.); Questions: What is the routine of visitors at the museum (what do they do, what do they buy, where do they take photos)? Why do people come to the museum? Is there a certain story (connected to a certain object) which they want to share about the museum?
· Another 2 tips:
Pay attention to your community of research and keep a diary to record your research practices along the 3-day research.

Pay attention to the ethical dimension of your research: explain to people why you are asking questions and what you are doing with the information they share with you; try to record also 'voices' which usually are silent (people who belong to minorities, for example). 
If you decide it's interesting for you, we invite you to join our group and we're looking forward to working together in May in the wonderful museums of Tübingen!
Ioana and Rareș
