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‘Going public’: 
social sciences and humanities

In recent years, there have been numerous calls for a more public 
presence of the social sciences and humanities



‘Going public’: Potentials

The social value of these disciplines:

- They all nurture a critical approach towards the world
- An appreciation of possibility and plurality



‘Going public’: Challenges 
Regardless of the chosen modality of public intervention, ‘going public’ involves

negotiation skills 
translation competences 
intellectual challenges 
ethical questions 
 



Going public

Civis ‘Going Public’
This summer school draws upon this trend, and aims to familiarise you, the 
participants, with what publically oriented social sciences and humanities may 
mean.
 
The streams approach the notion of ‘public’ and this call for a public presence in 
different ways, illustrating thus the diversity that characterises this trend.

Stream 1: topic of public interest
Stream 2: investigation of public life
Stream 3: public anthropology/popularisation
Stream 4: contribution to public good



Stream 3: Public anthropology

The term ‘public anthropology’ entered the vocabulary of this discipline 
in the 1990s (A. Tsing, R. Borofsky)

It differs from and overlaps with other terms:
Engaged anthropology
Applied anthropology
Participatory research



‘Going public’: 
popularization & politicization

The main components of the process of ‘going public’ are popularization and 
politicization (D. Fassin 2018).
 
Popularization means making intellectual products accessible, attractive and 
comprehensible to wider audience.

Politicization refers to the contribution that scholars can make to forums where 
issues are debated with and by concerned and willing individuals, and acted upon by 
authorities and other individuals with the power to decide on these issues.
 
Politics in the term politicization refers not to the political arena, but to polis 
(discussion) and policy (action). Politicization refers, in brief, to engagement.



Examples

- Public, different publics
- Different forms of writing
- Taking advantage of digital media
- Collaboration with other disciplines 
- Art
- Engaging experience















exemple



























Break-out rooms discussion:

How “public” is anthropology (or social sciences and humanities) in the 
contexts you are coming from?

What does public anthropology (sociology) mean in those contexts?

How does it work?



Thank you!


